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 The Induction of Members 
 

Aims of the Ceremony 
 

The induction ceremony is very important, and every effort should be made to have it as significant 
and impressive as possible. 
 
Induction into Alpha Chi may be the first real contact the candidate has with the Society, and it is 
on this occasion that the inductee will receive the impressions which will shape future attitudes 
toward Alpha Chi and its ideals. Therefore, the more that can be done by the Chapter as a whole 
and by the members as individuals to make this experience one filled with beauty and dignity, the 
deeper will be the candidate’s desire to realize the aims and purposes which Alpha Chi seeks to 
establish and maintain. 
 
The ideals of Alpha Chi are symbolically portrayed in its rituals. The name of the society, “Alpha 
Chi,” is composed of the initial letters of the Greek words Aletheia and Charakter, meaning 
Truth and Character. These two virtues are symbolized in the Society’s official colors—sapphire 
blue depicting Truth and emerald green, Victory. Knowledge, the basis of Truth and Character, 
is symbolized by gold and candlelight. The motto of Alpha Chi is, “You shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32. 
 
The candidate should clearly understand that Alpha Chi is a national college honor scholarship 
society and that the realization of its ideals of truth and character must be sought not only for self 
but in all campus relationships. 
  

Properties 
 
Most of the materials you will need for induction ceremonies, from pens and candles to banners 
and table runners, can be purchased from Brown’s Graduation Supplies. The following 
properties are suggested for the Induction Ceremony: 
 
Academic Regalia for the sponsors   
Tables (2)  
Blue and green satin table runner or Alpha Chi banner 
Candelabra   
 2 three-branch - or 6 singles   
 1 five-branch - or 5 singles  
 2 single holders - for the membership roll table 
Candles    
 15-inch gold (1)   
 12-inch sapphire blue (6)   
 12-inch emerald green (4)  
 12-inch in college colors (2)    
Chapter Charter Plaque 
Small white candle and protector (1 each per candidate)  
 

http://www.brownsgrad.com/shop/index.php/cPath/28_32?osCsid=6fc9c34f8c5455f50c18ffe89a2a7ddb
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Membership Roll Table and Permanent Membership Roll Book (with Constitution inserted) 
 This book, designed by each chapter, can be as simple as a three-ring binder or bound book as 
commonly used for scrapbooks.(See #3 below.) 
Fountain pen for signing the permanent membership roll 
Certificates (1 for each candidate obtained in advance upon registering with National Office) 
Recognition pins (1 for each candidate obtained in advance from National Office) 
 
 

Suggestions for Arrangement of Properties 
 

1.  An attractive room of sufficient size, with chairs arranged in a semicircle or in two sections with 
an aisle down the center. 

 
2.  A table, approximately five feet long, behind which the official Sponsor will sit or stand. A 

blue-and-green satin runner bearing the Society’s letters AX, in gold, and edged with a broad 
gold fringe. At each end of the table a three-branch candelabrum, containing two sapphire blue 
candles separated by an emerald green one, symbolizing Truth and Victory. At the center of 
the table a large five-branch candelabrum containing the following arrangement of candles: In 
the center the tall gold candle, symbolizing Knowledge, flanked by a sapphire blue and an 
emerald green candle; and the two outer candles in the colors of the college (university) in 
which the chapter is located. The symbolism of the center candelabrum is Knowledge within 
the Chapter which, in turn, is within the college. The Chapter Plaque can accompany the 
centered five-branch candelabrum.  

 
3.  A table for subscribing the Constitution, to the left as one faces the front. On it will be a fountain 

pen, the Alpha Chi Recognition Pins to be pinned on or given to the candidates after the 
Constitution has been signed, two candlesticks with blue and green candles, and the Permanent 
Membership Roll Book on the front pages of which will be attached the pages of the Alpha Chi 
Constitution. Following the Constitution in this book should be many blank pages which will 
offer space for years for subscribing the document. This book will lie open each induction at 
the place for the signatures of inductees under a heading giving the date of the induction. This 
book will be a valuable historical record and memento. 

 
4.  An adjoining room or hall in which the candidates gather for their final instructions. Each 

candidate will be given a small white candle, with protector, to carry. (Dripless or battery-
powered candles can be substituted, if needed.) 
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Suggested Room Arrangement for Induction 
 

(This suggested arrangement may be modified to suit the local situation.) 
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The Ritual of Induction of Members 
 

Preparation and Suggested Instructions 
 

 
NOTE: Appropriate modification of these instructions may be made to conform to local conditions 
and variations in the ceremony. 
 
 
For the Candidates 

 
The candidates, having assembled in the adjoining room or hall with the first Assistant Sponsor 
(in academic regalia), are given white candles and are arranged in alphabetical order by the first 
Assistant Sponsor. They are given such final instructions as:  
 

 (a)  to enter single file and stand in a row (or rows) at the rear of the room just behind the chairs; 
(b) to come forward, single file, when summoned by the Sponsor; 

 (c)  individually to approach the Head Table and while lighting his or her white candle at the 
gold candle, repeat the membership affirmation which has been memorized previously;  

 (d) to proceed to the Constitution Table and sign his or her name as he or she wishes it to appear 
on Alpha Chi records; 

 (e)  to accept the recognition pin offered—or to stand before the second Assistant Sponsor while 
it is pinned on; 

(f)  to shake the hand of the first Assistant Sponsor; 
 (g) to proceed to the rear of the room holding the lighted candle waist high and stand in a row 

behind those awaiting induction. 
 
 
For the Induction Room 
 
The main room is readied while the instructions are being given in the adjoining room. The candles 
are all lighted and the other lights are extinguished. Soft background music may be played while 
these preparations are being made. 
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Induction Ceremony 
 
Sponsors are again reminded that modifications may be made in the rituals to improve their 
worthiness or to conform to the needs of the local chapter. It is essential only that each chapter 
have “dignified and worthy rituals of induction of members and of installation of officers.” The 
ceremonies specifically provided in this manual are to assist chapters in achieving this 
constitutional requirement. 
 
SPONSOR  In full academic regalia from a position behind the head table: 
 
 Let the candidates for Alpha Chi membership be admitted. 
 
All the candidates enter in alphabetical order and stand in a row—or rows—just behind the chairs. 
 
 Let everyone stand for the invocation. 
 
SPONSOR or appointed person gives the invocation after which the SPONSOR asks the members 
and guests to be seated. 
 

Alpha Chi is pleased to welcome this class of inductees into a fellowship of more than 
400,000 members from more than 300 college and university chapters. These chapters 
will induct more than 11,000 new members this year and will promote scholarly 
achievement and high character on their campuses in 45 states as well as in the academic 
community at large. Members of Alpha Chi, identified and elected by the faculties of 
their schools as ranking in the top 10 percent of juniors, seniors, and graduate students, 
represent the best student scholarship in all academic fields at their institutions. 
 
Alpha Chi is a member in good standing of the Association of College Honor Societies, a 
group of 67 societies meeting rigorous standards regarding student membership and 
governance. Most ACHS societies represent specialized disciplines, and a few focus on 
leadership.  
 
Among general honor societies inducting members from all fields, Alpha Chi is distinctive 
in its commitment to involving student members in the full range of the society. This 
begins at the local chapter level, where all offices are filled by students, and continues to 
the regional and national level, where students are elected to join faculty sponsors on 
governing boards. Every spring Alpha Chi meets in a national convention in a major city 
of cultural or historical interest. Since the convention program highlights scholarly and 
creative presentations by students, Alpha Chi offers robust travel scholarships to 
encourage students to benefit from such an extraordinary opportunity. 
 
The society also provides tens of thousands of dollars annually in scholarships and 
fellowships for its members and alumni. The largest stipends are for national awards, but 
the seven regions and many chapters also sponsor scholarship competitions. In recent 
years the total has been more than $70,000. 
 
The membership key you receive today, your gold Alpha Chi pin, features the lamp of 
knowledge, symbolizing the scholar’s quest for wisdom and truth. The gold seal on your 
membership certificates bears the date February 22, 1922. This is Alpha Chi’s birthday, 
when representatives from five Texas colleges and universities met to organize a society 
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to honor high academic achievement among students. By 1926 the organization had 
spread to adjacent states, and in 1934 it formally adopted the name Alpha Chi and 
expanded into a national society. When you sign your name today, you join a company 
of more than 400,000 students since then—from diverse backgrounds, academic 
disciplines, and centers of higher learning—who have affirmed the ideals of Alpha Chi.  
We are pleased to add you to this growing number of outstanding scholars and trust that 
you will continue to “make scholarship effective for good.” 

 
 Let the candidates for membership now be presented. 
 
FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR  Leading the candidates single file toward the head table 
and stopping the first candidate about ten feet in front of the table: 
 
 Honored Sponsor, I present to you the following candidates for membership in the 

________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi. 
 
Reads the names of the candidates in alphabetical order. 
 
 These students have fulfilled all requirements for this high recognition. Their 

achievements indicate that they understand and uphold the ideals of our Society—truth 
and character. I recommend them for the affirmation of allegiance to Alpha Chi and their 
subscription of the Constitution. 

 
 
SPONSOR 
 
 Scholarship is the power of the mind to dispel ignorance and superstition through the 

fearless search for and investigation of truth. Because of your scholarship and character, 
you have been invited to bring your candles, which symbolize learning, and to light them 
at the central gold candle which symbolizes knowledge. **To signify your acceptance of 
these ideals, please come forward and light your candles while you repeat the affirmation 
of membership.** Then affix your names to the Constitution of this Society.     

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
** When inducting a large number of candidates, perhaps forty or more, the SPONSOR may replace the sentence 
between the double asterisks with: 
 “The candidates will now repeat in unison the society’s statement of affirmation:  ‘I affirm that I will 

uphold the purposes of Alpha Chi, striving to make its ideals my ideals in scholarship and in service.’ ” 
The ritual will then proceed as described except that the candidates will not repeat the affirmation while individually 
lighting their candles. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR directs the first candidate to the head table where the 
CANDIDATE repeats the following affirmation while lighting his or her candle at the gold 
candle in the center of the five-branched candelabrum: 
 
 “I affirm that I will uphold the purposes of Alpha Chi, striving to make its ideals my 

ideals in scholarship and in service.” 
 
The candidate then goes to the Constitution table, hands his or her candle to the FIRST 
ASSISTANT SPONSOR, who has preceded the candidate to this table, and signs the Constitution. 
The FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR then returns the candle to the candidate. The candidate then 
proceeds to the SECOND ASSISTANT SPONSOR who hands to the candidate the recognition 
pin and certificate of membership and shakes the candidate’s right hand while repeating audibly 
the motto: 
 
 “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
 
The candidates then proceed to the rear of the room and form a row behind those awaiting, holding 
their lighted candles waist high.  When the number of candidates is large and the line is moving 
rapidly, repeating the motto may be omitted. 
 
As soon as the first candidate has reached the Constitution table for signing her or his name, the 
second candidate walks to the head table, lights her or his candle while repeating the affirmation, 
proceeds to the Constitution table, hands his or her lighted candle to the FIRST ASSISTANT 
SPONSOR, signs the Constitution, etc. The SPONSOR may, optionally, call the name of each 
candidate at the appropriate time to come forward to light his or her candle. The line of candidates 
should move forward a step each time a candidate proceeds to the head table so that the next 
candidate in line for the affirmation is standing about 10 feet from the head table. The candidate 
stands at this position until the one just preceding has reached the Constitution table for signing 
name or the SPONSOR has called his or her name. 
 
 
SPONSOR  When all the inductees are arranged in a row at the rear of the room: 
 
 Fellow students, I pronounce you members of Alpha Chi and welcome you into the 

fellowship of this Society of Scholars. You should wear the Recognition Pins for one week 
when you are on campus, not for self-glorification, but to aid in making the aims and 
ideals of Alpha Chi better known in this center of education. I charge you who have taken 
this affirmation of membership to guard with diligence the scholarship of this college (or 
university), the honesty and integrity of its scholars, and the ideals of your Alma Mater. 
I congratulate you who are now recognized as having received the light of your Alma 
Mater in reality as well as in symbol. Cherish and use it well as a valued possession and 
solemn responsibility. 

 
 Let us now unitedly declare our purpose by repeating together the motto of Alpha Chi:  
 
 “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
 
Pause. Then repeat in unison: 
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 “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”   
 
Pause. 
 
 When the lights of this room come on, extinguish your candles, and join with all members 

of the ________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi and with 
all members of Alpha Chi throughout the world, in promoting the aims, purposes, and 
ideals of our illustrious fellowship.” 

 
Then may follow the singing of “Hail to Alpha Chi,” a business meeting of the chapter, the election 
and installation of officers, greeting the new members by other members of the chapter, the chapter 
banquet or dinner, or some other program. 
 
 

Alternate Induction Ceremony 
 
 This ceremony may be used in situations where the lighting of candles by the candidates is 
deemed inappropriate. 
 
SPONSOR  In full academic regalia from a position behind the head table: 
 
 Let the candidates for Alpha Chi membership be admitted. 
 
All the candidates enter in alphabetical order and stand in a row—or rows—at the rear of the 
room just behind the chairs. 
 
 Let everyone stand for the invocation. 
 
SPONSOR or appointed person gives the invocation after which SPONSOR asks the members 
and guests to be seated.  
 

Alpha Chi is pleased to welcome this class of inductees into a fellowship of more than 
400,000 members from more than 300 college and university chapters. These chapters 
will induct more than 11,000 new members this year and will promote scholarly 
achievement and high character on their campuses in 45 states as well as in the academic 
community at large. Members of Alpha Chi, identified and elected by the faculties of 
their schools as ranking in the top 10 percent of juniors, seniors, and graduate students, 
represent the best student scholarship in all academic fields at their institutions. 
 
Alpha Chi is a member in good standing of the Association of College Honor Societies, a 
group of 67 societies meeting rigorous standards regarding student membership and 
governance. Most ACHS societies represent specialized disciplines, and a few focus on 
leadership.  
 
Among general honor societies inducting members from all fields, Alpha Chi is distinctive 
in its commitment to involving student members in the full range of the society. This 
begins at the local chapter level, where all offices are filled by students, and continues to 
the regional and national level, where students are elected to join faculty sponsors on 
governing boards. Every spring Alpha Chi meets in a national convention in a major city 
of cultural or historical interest. Since the convention program highlights scholarly and 
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creative presentations by students, Alpha Chi offers robust travel scholarships to 
encourage students to benefit from such an extraordinary opportunity. 
 
The society also provides tens of thousands of dollars annually in scholarships and 
fellowships for its members and alumni. The largest stipends are for national awards, but 
the seven regions and many chapters also sponsor scholarship competitions. In recent 
years the total has been more than $70,000 annually. 
 
The membership key you receive today, your gold Alpha Chi pin, features the lamp of 
knowledge, symbolizing the scholar’s quest for wisdom and truth. The gold seal on your 
membership certificates bears the date February 22, 1922. This is Alpha Chi’s birthday, 
when representatives from five Texas colleges and universities met to organize a society 
to honor high academic achievement among students. By 1926 the organization had 
spread to adjacent states, and in 1934 it formally adopted the name Alpha Chi and 
expanded into a national society. When you sign your name today, you join a company 
of more than 400,000 from diverse backgrounds, academic disciplines, and centers of 
higher learning who have affirmed the ideals of Alpha Chi. We are pleased to add you to 
this growing number of outstanding scholars and trust that you will continue to “make 
scholarship effective for good.” 

 
 Let the candidates for membership now be presented. 
 
 
FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR  Leading the candidates single file toward the head table 
and stopping the first candidate about ten feet in front of the table: 
 
 Honored Sponsor, I present to you the following candidates for membership in the 

________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi. 
 
Reads the names of the candidates in alphabetical order. 
 
 These students have fulfilled all requirements for this high recognition. Their 

achievements indicate that they are understand and uphold the ideals of our Society—
truth and character. I recommend them for the affirmation of allegiance to Alpha Chi 
and their subscription of the Constitution. 

 
 
SPONSOR   
 
 Scholarship is the power of the mind to dispel ignorance and superstition through the 

fearless search for and investigation of truth. Because of your scholarship and 
character, you have been invited to affirm your dedication to the worthy goals of this 
Society. The central gold candle before you symbolizes knowledge, the colors of the 
Society symbolize truth and victory, and the Greek words from which the name Alpha 
Chi is derived symbolize truth and character.  In the name of Alpha Chi, come forward 
and repeat your affirmation of membership.** Then add your names to the 
Constitution of this Society and receive the tokens of membership.   

 
 ** If the number of candidates is large, they may be asked to repeat the affirmation in 

unison. 
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The FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR directs the first candidate to the head table where the 
CANDIDATE faces the SPONSOR and repeats the following affirmation: 
 
 “I affirm that I will uphold the purposes of Alpha Chi, striving to make its ideals my 

ideals in scholarship and in service.” 
 
The candidate then goes to the Constitution table and signs the Constitution (membership roll). 
The FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR, who has preceded the candidate to this table, shakes his 
or her hand while saying, 
 
 “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
 
(This should immediately follow the affirmation of the next candidate at the head table and not 
conflict with it and may be omitted if the number of candidates is large.) 
 
The candidate then proceeds to the SECOND ASSISTANT SPONSOR who then hands the 
candidate the recognition pin and certificate of membership. The candidates then proceed to the 
rear of the room to form a row—or rows—behind those awaiting induction. 
 
As soon as the first candidate has reached the Constitution table for signing his or her name, the 
second candidate walks to the head table and repeats the affirmation, then proceeds to the 
Constitution table, signs the Constitution, etc. The line of candidates should move forward a step 
each time a candidate proceeds to the head table so that the next candidate in line for the 
affirmation is standing about ten feet from the head table. The candidate stands at this position 
until the one just preceding has reached the Constitution table for signing name or the SPONSOR 
has called his or her name. The rhythm of movement should be such that a candidate repeats the 
affirmation just after the FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR has repeated the motto and vice versa. 
 
 
SPONSOR  When all inductees are arranged in a row at the rear of the room: 
 
 Fellow students, I pronounce you members of Alpha Chi and welcome you into the 

fellowship of this Society of Scholars. You should wear the Recognition Pins for one 
week when you are on campus, not for self-glorification, but to aid in making the aims 
and ideals of Alpha Chi better known in this center of education. I charge you who have 
taken this affirmation of membership to guard with diligence the scholarship of this 
college (or university), the honesty and integrity of its scholars, and the ideals of your 
Alma Mater. I congratulate you who are now recognized as having received the light of 
your Alma Mater in reality as well as in symbol. Cherish and use it well as a valued 
possession and solemn responsibility. 
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SPONSOR   
 
 Let us now unitedly declare our purpose by repeating together the motto of Alpha Chi:   
  
 “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
 
Pause. 
 
Then repeat in unison: 
 
 “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”   
 
Pause. 
 
 When the lights of this room come on, join with all members of the __________ [State] 

_____________ [Greek Letter] Chapter, and all members of Alpha Chi throughout the 
world, in promoting the aims, purposes, and ideals of our illustrious fellowship. 

 
Then may follow the singing of “Hail to Alpha Chi,” a business meeting of the chapter, the 
election and installation of officers, greeting the new members by other members of the chapter, 
the chapter banquet or dinner, or some other program. 

 
 

Installation of Chapter Officers 
 
The ceremony of installation of chapter officers provides an excellent occasion for the first meeting 
of the Chapter at the beginning of the fall semester or term, if there are five or more returning 
members. In some instances, this ceremony may need to be delayed until after the first induction 
of members in a given academic year. 
 

Properties 
 
The same items should be provided as for the induction of members except the white candles, 
recognition pins and certificates for inductees, and the Constitution Table. 
 
In addition to the above, a gavel, the Secretary’s Book, the Treasurer’s Book, a copy of the 
Constitution, academic robes and caps for the officers-elect, and academic regalia for the three 
sponsors must be at hand. 
 
The sponsor should be in charge with the assistance of the two assistant sponsors. They stand 
behind the large table, the sponsor in the center, the first assistant to the sponsor’s left, and the 
second assistant to the sponsor’s right. The gavel lies on the table in front of the sponsor; the 
Treasurer’s Book in front of the first assistant sponsor; the Secretary’s Book and the Constitution 
in front of the second assistant sponsor. 
 
The officers-elect are in the adjoining room; the members and guests of the Chapter are seated; the 
candles are lighted; and the room lights are extinguished. Soft background music may be played 
during these preparations if the Chapter so chooses. 
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Installation of Chapter Officers Ceremony 
 
SPONSOR 
 
 Let the officers-elect of the ________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter 

of Alpha Chi present themselves before the Sponsors and the Chapter for their official 
induction into office. 

 
The officers-elect, in cap and gown, approach by way of the center aisle and stand before the head 
table. To the audience’s right is the Vice President-elect, to his or her left the Treasurer-elect, then 
the President-elect, the Secretary-elect, and the Student Delegate-elect to the Conventions of the 
Society. In other words, the President-elect stands before the SPONSOR, the Vice President-elect 
and Treasurer-elect stand before the FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR, and the Secretary-elect and 
Student Delegate-elect stand before the SECOND ASSISTANT SPONSOR. 
 
 The ________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi is now 

convened on a significant and meaningful occasion. This Society, as an organization, is 
composed of the best student intellectual life in this institution of learning. Membership 
in this Society is the highest academic honor to be achieved on this campus, and official 
leadership in this Chapter is a high privilege and great responsibility. Therefore, as we 
are assembled on this important occasion, surrounded by our symbols and colors, we 
desire to impress upon you, our duly elected officers, the high worthiness of our Society 
and the great responsibility of your leadership in it. The success and advancement of the 
________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi are largely 
dependent on you as its leaders. The spirit of scholarship in this institution of learning 
will be enhanced and deepened, or it will be impoverished and retarded, through you as 
its official representatives on our campus. This responsibility is not to be assumed lightly 
but is to be undertaken advisedly, earnestly, and in full devotion to the laudable aims of 
Alpha Chi—“The stimulation, development, and recognition of scholarship and those 
elements of character that make scholarship effective for good.” This Chapter, through 
its members, has chosen you as its officers, believing you best fitted to fill these places of 
responsibility and most worthy to lead its activities during your tenure of office. 

 
 
SPONSOR  To the President-elect: 
 [Name of President-elect], will you, as the duly elected President of the ________ [State] 

________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi, assume the chief responsibility 
for promoting its welfare and devote your abilities to making this Society the greatest 
possible force for good in this institution? Will you, in your personal and official acts, 
hold high the ideals of Alpha Chi and perform well all your duties as its leader?  If so, 
repeat after me: 

 
  “Realizing the significance of this responsibility / I sincerely dedicate myself / to the 

faithful performance of all its duties / to the best of my ability.” 
  
 May the strength of wisdom support you. As the symbol of the duties assumed by you 

and the power conferred upon you, I present you with this gavel and invest you with the 
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full authority of President of the ________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] 
Chapter of Alpha Chi. 

 
 
FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR  To the Vice President-elect: 
 
 [Name of Vice President-elect], will you, as Vice President of this Chapter of Alpha Chi, 

strive to acquit yourself in a manner that will enable you to be prepared to serve in the 
President’s stead; and will you, on and off the campus and within this Chapter, strive to 
promote the ideals of this Society?  If so, repeat after me: 

 
  “I will study to do all things well / and will conscientiously fulfill / my duties as Vice 

President of this Chapter.” 
 
 In token of your affirmation herewith taken, this handclasp (shake hands) confirms you 

in your loyalty to the opportunities and responsibilities of your office. 
 SECOND ASSISTANT SPONSOR  To the Secretary-elect: 
 
 [Name of Secretary-elect], will you, as Secretary of this Chapter of Alpha Chi, accept the 

duties of your office, keep accurately and for preservation all records of the Chapter, 
perform faithfully all other duties of your office, and endeavor to advance the cause of 
scholarship in this college or (university)? If so, repeat after me: 

 
  “In all ways I shall study / to be approved by this Chapter / and by the spirit of 

scholarship.” 
 
 These records (handing over the Secretary’s Book) I place in your keeping. May your 

faithful service aid in perpetuating the work of this Society.” 
 
 
FIRST ASSISTANT SPONSOR  To the Treasurer-elect: 
 
 [Name of Treasurer-elect], the office of Treasurer is one that requires faithfulness, 

accuracy, and patience. Will you carefully record all collections and disbursements, and 
keep accurately all accounts of this Chapter, striving always to advance the cause of 
scholarship?  If so, repeat after me: 

 
  “I promise to perform faithfully all my duties / and so to act / that the cause of 

scholarship will be advanced.” 
  
 Receive, (handing over the Treasurer’s Book) as symbolic of your office, our financial 

records, accurate and approved to date. When returned by you, may they be found 
reliable and complete, as also your work on behalf of scholarship. 

 
 
SECOND ASSISTANT SPONSOR  To the Student Delegate-elect: 
 
 [Name of Student Delegate-elect], as the Student Delegate to the Conventions of the 

Society, it will be your privilege as well as duty to attend the Regional and National 
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Conventions of the Society and to represent the interests and desires of this Chapter 
before these Conventions. You are also to represent the Regional and National 
Conventions to this Chapter. Do you promise to fulfill your representative capacities 
conscientiously and to the full of your abilities? If so, repeat after me: 

 
  “I promise to carry out faithfully and constructively / my privileges and duties as Student 

Delegate / to the Conventions of the Society / seeking always the best interests / and goals 
of Alpha Chi.”    

 
 As a symbol of the responsibilities and office to which you have pledged yourself, accept 

this handbook that includes the Constitution of Alpha Chi. May it stimulate and direct 
you in your activities on behalf of the Society. 

 
SPONSOR  To the Officers: 
 
 Now that all of you have been duly invested with the powers and authority accorded you 

as officers of this Chapter of Alpha Chi, and whereas you have accepted the high 
responsibilities of your positions, I now pronounce you duly installed as the officers of 
the ________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi. 

 
The officers then turn to face the members of the Chapter. 
 
SPONSOR  To the Chapter: 
 
 As an expression of our confidence in these our new leaders, and as a promise of 

wholehearted support of them in our fraternal cause of scholarship and service, let us 
rise to salute them, uniting with them in our Society’s motto: “You shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.” 

 
The Chair is then turned over to the President for any further business, program, or adjournment. 
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Installation of Regional Officers 
 
After the election of officers at the regional meeting during the national convention, the retiring 
regional president installs the new regional officers for the coming terms. 
 
RETIRING REGIONAL PRESIDENT 
 
 At this time I would like to present to you the officers of Region _____ of Alpha Chi for 

the 20___ - ___ term. These officers have been duly elected at this meeting as provided 
by the Constitution of Alpha Chi. As their names are called our new officers will assemble 
in front of the podium. Please hold your applause until the end of the installation. 

 
President: ____________________________________ 

Vice President: ____________________________________ 

Secretary-Treasurer: ____________________________________ 

Student Representative to National Council: ____________________________________ 

 
When the officers have assembled, the retiring regional president continues: 
 
 This regional convention has given to each one of you the honor of being an officer of 

Region _____ of Alpha Chi and the responsibility to provide dynamic leadership to 
sustain the quality and continued growth of our Society in this region. Your election 
reflects the confidence of the members of this convention in your abilities and dedication 
which you have demonstrated through your work for our Society. We thank you for 
accepting this responsibility and we charge you to fulfill your duties to the utmost of your 
abilities. To demonstrate to this region your willingness to assume this responsibility, 
please repeat after me: 

 
  “I accept the honor and responsibility of my office / and promise that I will fulfill its 

duties / to the best of my ability.” 
 
 It gives me great pleasure to declare that each one of you is now installed in your specific 

office for the 20___ - ___ term. It is my honor to present to this region our new regional 
officers. 

 
The retiring president will then turn the gavel over to the new regional president, and the 
remaining officers may return to their places. 
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Installation of National Council Members 
 
The ceremony of installation of new members of the National Council is conducted by the national 
president and will take place at a plenary business meeting of the National Council. Retiring 
members of the National Council may be recognized and thanked at the same ceremony. 
 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
 
 This convention has elected _____ [number] members to the National Council of Alpha 

Chi. As their names are called, let these persons come forward to be installed as newly 
elected members of the National Council. 

 
President reads names and terms of service. When all are assembled, he or she continues. 
  
 Each of you, by your election to the National Council, has been entrusted to wisely 

represent the thousands of individual members of Alpha Chi as well as their chapters 
and sponsors. As a member of the National Council, you will have the responsibility to 
participate fully in the activities of the Council as outlined in the Constitution and 
described in the Council handbook. The decisions you will help make will set a strategic 
course for the future as well as protect the financial security of our Society. On behalf of 
the Council, I thank you for accepting this responsibility, and I charge you to fulfill your 
duties with seriousness of purpose, commitment to the ideals of Alpha Chi, and creative 
vision. To demonstrate your willingness to accept this high responsibility, please repeat 
after me: 

 
   “I gratefully accept the honor and responsibility / bestowed upon me by the National 

Convention of Alpha Chi / and promise to fulfill my duties / as a member of the National 
Council / to the best of my ability.” 

 
 It gives me great pleasure to declare each one of you installed as a member of the National 

Council of Alpha Chi. Please turn to face your fellow Council members so they may 
acknowledge your installation with applause. 

 
The new National Council members may then return to their seats. 
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Installation of National Council Officers 
 
After the installation of new members of the National Council, the retiring national president 
installs the new national officers for the coming term. 
 
RETIRING NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
 
 At this time I would like to present to you the 20___ - ___ national officers of Alpha Chi. 

These officers were duly elected or appointed as provided by the Constitution at the 
20___ meeting of the National Council. As their names are read, these officers will 
assemble in front of the podium. Please hold your applause until the end of the 
installation. 

 
President:__________________________________ 

Vice President:__________________________________ 
Secretary:__________________________________ 

Executive Director:__________________________________ 
Editor of Publications:__________________________________ 

Archivist:__________________________________ 
 
When the officers have assembled, the retiring national president continues: 
 
 The National Council has given to each one of you the honor of being a national officer 

of Alpha Chi and the responsibility to provide dynamic leadership to sustain the quality 
and continued growth of our Society. Your election or appointment reflects the 
confidence of the members of the National Council in your abilities and dedication which 
you have demonstrated through your work for our Society. We thank you for accepting 
this responsibility and we charge you to fulfill your duties to the utmost of your ability. 
To demonstrate to this convention your willingness to assume this high responsibility, 
please repeat after me: 

 
  “I gratefully accept the honor and responsibility of my office / and promise to fulfill its 

duties / to the best of my ability.” 
 
 It gives me great pleasure to declare that each one of you is now installed in your specific 

office for the 20___ - ___ term. It is my honor to present to this convention our new 
national officers. 

 
The retiring president will then turn the gavel over to the new national president, and the 
remaining officers may return to their places. 
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The Inauguration of a New Chapter 
 
 

Arrangements to Be Made in Advance By The Petitioning Group 
 

1.  The appointment of an official Chapter Sponsor by the President of the College (or University) 
and the election of two Assistant sponsors by the Petitioning Group. 

 
2.  An election of Chapter officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Student 

Delegate to the Conventions of the Society (See Constitution, Article XIV, Section 11). 
 

3.  The room for the program and the adjoining room as described in the ritual for THE 
INDUCTION OF MEMBERS.  

 
4.  Tables and other properties arranged as described in the ritual for THE INDUCTION OF 

MEMBERS.  
 

5.  The official items called for in the ritual for THE INSTALLATION OF CHAPTER 
OFFICERS.  

 
6.  Academic regalia for the Platform Group composed of the President of the College (or 

University) or the representative, the Deans, the National Council Representative, the 
Sponsors, and the Chapter Officers to be installed. (The National Council Representative will 
bring his or her own regalia.) All participants on the platform will wear academic regalia. 
Officers of the Chapter will wear academic caps and gowns for the Chapter Installation 
Program as members of the Platform Group and for their installations as officers, but not for 
their induction into membership. 

 
7.  All candidates for membership should read the ALPHA CHI brochure; and the Association of 

College Honor Societies brochure, “A Matter of Honor.” They should memorize the 
affirmation and become familiar with “Hail to Alpha Chi.” (A supply of the two brochures can 
be obtained without charge from the National Office. The other materials should be duplicated 
by the Petitioning Group and a copy given to each candidate.) 

 
8.  A photographer to take a group picture and some candid pictures of the new Chapter officers 

and members immediately after the ceremonies. Glossy prints and/or digital copies of these, 
along with clippings of and/or links to newspaper publicity, should be sent to the National 
Office and to the Archivist of Alpha Chi. 

 
9.  A reception or social hour may be arranged to precede or follow the ceremony, if desired. 

 
10. Faculty members, parents and friends of the inductees, and other students may be invited to 

attend as neither the Society nor the Induction Ceremony is secret. 
 

11.  Because all members of the Chapter will be on the program, it is suggested that sophomores 
ranking high academically be asked to serve as ushers. 
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Chapter Inauguration Ceremony 
 

(Adaptations may be made to meet local conditions.) 
 
THE CHAIRMAN, who may be either the President of the College (or University), the Dean, or 
the Appointed Faculty Sponsor, calls the meeting to order and states its purpose which is the 
inauguration of a new Chapter of Alpha Chi, including the induction of Chapter Charter Members, 
the installation of Chapter Officers, and the granting of the Charter and the Plaque. 
 
THE CHAIRMAN introduces any special guests, the National Council Representative of Alpha 
Chi, and the Sponsors of the New Chapter. 
 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE acknowledges the introduction and makes 
brief remarks about the nature and history of Alpha Chi for the benefit of guests who may not have 
the information. The introduction should also encourage the new chapter to participate actively in 
the regional and national meetings of the Society as well as on the local level. 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 
 

Alpha Chi National College Honor Society is pleased to welcome ___________________ 
[College or University] into a fellowship of more than 300 college and university chapters, 
which inducts more than 11,000 new members every year and promotes scholarly 
achievement and high character on their campuses as well as in the academic community 
at large.   
 
Alpha Chi holds seriously the granting of a new charter. Only established institutions of 
higher learning, offering a variety of academic programs leading to the baccalaureate 
degree and maintaining the rigorous standards required by a regional accrediting agency 
are considered by our National Council. These national board members review carefully 
the credentials report before formal balloting to ensure that the sponsor and 
administration of the applying institution appreciate the magnitude of the task of 
sustaining a vital chapter.    
 
Fostering a passion for the life of the mind and rewarding those whose academic 
endeavors excel marks the health of any institution of higher education. For nearly 100 
years Alpha Chi has partnered with colleges and universities in this mission, most 
importantly by acknowledging with the signs of membership—a gold key and a 
certificate—those whose consistent dedication to their intellectual, creative, and scholarly 
pursuits has distinguished them. The chapter sponsor, appointed by the president, will 
represent the faculty of this institution in inviting for national Alpha Chi membership 
each year the most academically illustrious of its juniors, seniors, and graduate students.  
 
The sponsor may also nominate from time to time, faculty members and others for 
membership honoris causa who will meet rigorous standards of scholarship and 
character, as determined by the National Council of Alpha Chi, and will strengthen the 
life of the chapter installed here today.   
 
On dignified occasions it is appropriate to reflect on our background and heritage.  To 
honor the classic virtues in the birthplace of western civilization, honor societies 
traditionally chose Greek letters for their names. Our founders chose “Alpha Chi,” to 
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reflect the Greek words Aletheia and Charakter, meaning Truth and Character. Those 
early leaders also determined symbolic colors, which you will see repeated in all our 
ceremonies, publications, and regalia: sapphire blue, representing Truth and emerald 
green, signifying Victory. Knowledge, the result of a diligent search for Truth by people 
of Character, is symbolized by Honor’s standard color, gold (reflected as well by the 
candle flame). Finally, they selected a motto which is repeated at all Alpha Chi 
inductions: “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
  
All of you gathered here today will be pleased to know that this new chapter of Alpha 
Chi will join a trustworthy national organization; Alpha Chi is an established member in 
good standing of the Association of College Honor Societies, a national organization 
providing governance and setting standards for the academic community. Among those 
member societies Alpha Chi is distinctive:   
 
We are a general honor society inducting students from every academic discipline across 
campus, focusing solely on their academic success and development. Our commitment to 
student governance from the local to the national level offers ample opportunities for 
student personal growth and leadership.   

 
We promote student academic achievements after membership through annual 
convention programs and generous scholarship opportunities. Because of the strong 
partnership of the national organization, each chapter is warmly encouraged and 
materially assisted to bring a delegation of student presenters to this convention where 
young scholars gain valuable academic experience and explore a culturally interesting 
city.  

 
We enrich and enliven the academic conversation on every campus. The national 
organization assists local chapters by making this goal a priority, connecting sponsors in 
a public conversation on the topic, including “scholarly programming” in the requested 
annual chapter report, and rewarding those chapters with outstanding local events.   
 
Finally, Alpha Chi extends academic success into civic improvement through its aim of 
“making scholarship effective for good.” Whether they work as a chapter, join an effort 
with other campus or community organizations, or partner with Alpha Chi’s national 
service project, our faculty and students each year build bridges from the ivory tower; 
their service underscores that the life of the mind, nurtured in the classroom, the lab, and 
the studio, not only develops the individual but also extends the horizon and that a 
vigorous pursuit of Truth, bolstered by a strong Character, leads to a changed world.     
  
Now, we will formally install the newest chapter of Alpha Chi in a brief ceremony 
involving the campus officials vital to this chapter’s success, if they will join me at the 
podium.     
 
Alpha Chi looks forward to joining with this institution, now and for many years to come, 
in honoring its most outstanding students and advancing the cause of scholarship on this 
campus.  
 

 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE then asks the following pertinent, official 
questions to the President of the College (or University) or the designated representative: 
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 President ___________________ (or Dean _________________), is it the desire and fixed 

purpose of ___________________________________ [College or University], by 
accepting a Chapter of Alpha Chi, thus to affiliate itself with sister institutions in 
achieving the aims of this Society and of all good institutions of learning, namely, “the 
stimulation, development, and recognition of scholarship and those elements of character 
that make scholarship effective for good?” 

 
RESPONSE 
 
 It is our desire and fixed purpose so to do. 
 
N.C. REPRESENTATIVE Addressed to the Appointed Sponsor: 
 
 Honorable Sponsor, is it the desire and fixed purpose of the properly appointed and 

elected sponsors of the local chapter of Alpha Chi so to advise and guide the officers and 
members of the Chapter that they may grow in character and in the knowledge and 
application of truth? 

 
RESPONSE 
 
 It is our desire and fixed purpose so to do. 
 
N.C. REPRESENTATIVE Addressed to all present: 
 
 Is it the desire and fixed purpose of all present at this meeting who are in any way 

connected with the organization, membership, and supervision of this Chapter of Alpha 
Chi so to inaugurate it on the campus of ___________________________________ 
[College or University] that it will prove a stimulating and abiding agency for the 
promotion of scholarship and character? If so, please indicate the same by raising your 
right hand. 

 
 Will everyone please stand!       Pause.  

 
Official Inauguration Statement 

 The proper and vital desire and purpose of ______________________________ [College 
or University] and its representatives having been demonstrated by the above questions 
and responses, I herewith declare, on behalf of the National Council of Alpha Chi, that 
with the induction of the charter members and the installation of the duly elected officers, 
the ________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi is officially 
inaugurated and installed in ______________________________ [College or University].    

 
 Pause. 
 
 Thank you; please be seated. 
 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE asks the president of the institution (or the 
designated representative) and the appointed Sponsor to come forward and then continues: 
 



24 
 

 As evidence of the establishment of the ________ [State] ________________ [Greek 
Letter] Chapter of Alpha Chi at ______________________________ [College or 
University], it gives me great pleasure to present to you this plaque which bears the 
insignia of Alpha Chi and the details of the chartering of this chapter. It reads as follows: 
[Read the plaque text]. 

 
 May the ________ [State] ________________ [Greek Letter] Chapter, by recognizing 

outstanding scholarly achievement at ______________________________ [College or 
University], bring honor to its members, to ______________________________ [College 
or University], and to Alpha Chi. May this occasion further the mark the beginning of a 
chapter that will contribute significantly to making scholarship effective for good on this 
campus and in _______________________ [City or Town] and will be active in the affairs 
of Alpha Chi in Region ____ [Number] and throughout the world wherever the goals of 
our Society are honored. 

 
PRESIDENT may respond with acceptance remarks. 
 
SPONSOR may respond with acceptance remarks. 
 
 Let us now proceed with the induction of members and the installation of the chapter 

officers. 
  

Ceremony of Induction of Members 
conducted by the Chapter Sponsor, or by the National Council Representative, 

assisted by the Assistant Sponsors 
 

Special Musical Number 
while the Chapter Officers-elect don academic regalia in the adjoining room 

(solo, choral, or instrumental group) 
 

Ceremony of Installation of Chapter Officers 
conducted by the National Council Representative or by the Sponsors of the new Chapter 

 
Remarks 

by the President of the new Chapter accepting responsibilities on behalf of the Chapter officers 
 

Final Charge or Challenge 
to the new Chapter by the National Council Representative 

 
Singing of the Official Alpha Chi Song 

 
Photographs 

of the entire Chapter membership and of smaller groups and 
recording of names for picture identification 

 
Social Period 
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